4.  Stewardship: A lifestyle 
Scripture Reading  (Romans 12: 1- 12)
In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly. 
 Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honouring each other. Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality. 
DVD: Reflections on the US Bishops’ Pastoral Letter – Archbishop Thomas Murphy (Please look at Section 4.  It is about 9 minutes long.)
Sharing:

· Have you experienced the joy that comes from giving?  

· How do our parishes help our faith family to share their resources with others?

· After completing these four reflections on stewardship, what do you think of the diocesan focus on stewardship?  What would you say to our bishop?

[image: image1.emf]Response
Heavenly Father, 
we thank you for the gifts you have given us.

You ask us to develop these gifts
and share them with others.

Help us also, 
to recognize the gifts in others, 
so that together, 
we may respond to the call of Jesus, 
to spread the Good News in our communities.

May your Spirit of Love

guide us on our journey.

Amen.

The following is a transcript of part of the address given by Archbishop Thomas Murphy in 1993:
Stewardship is a far more radical challenge than the sharing of our resources with the church.  There is no doubt that it is important to ask people to live a life of stewardship that is prayerful, planned, proportionate, and sacrificial when it comes to sharing one’s resources with one’s parish, diocese and the universal church.  But no program, no choice of words, no stewardship appeal slogan, no brochure, no letter from the pastor or even from the bishop will have any long-term effect on the lives of people to encourage them to live a life of stewardship if the far more fundamental issue of faith and conversion is not addressed.  Again, it is a whole new way of seeing, living and being…
… Let me tell you a story from my days as a bishop in eastern Montana.  I was in a town called Harlem… the pastor had arranged for me to say with this farm family about six miles outside of town…
Anyway, right before I went to bed, Brian, the oldest, knocked on the door and said, “You know, Bishop, tonight we are probably going to have calves.  So if you would like, come out to the barn to see us having calves…”
About two in the morning… I was watching this calving taking place and I guess I was turning white, because I had never seen it before.  I still remember Brian turning to me and saying, “Bishop, ain’t you ever seen calving before?”  And all I remember saying to Brian was, “They don’t do this in downtown Chicago!”

Faith and conversion – it’s amazing the wisdom I shared with eastern Montana after the experience of calving!  I spoke of life and resurrection in ways I never spoke of it before.  Stewardship likewise requires a new vision.  The stewardship vision is the ability to see with eyes of faith the need to share our resources, time, talents and possessions in ways that enable us to recognize Christ in who we are and the gifts of time, talent and resources we possess…”
In the Scriptures, there are constant references to two bodies of water – the Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee.  Two thousand years ago, the Dead Sea was dead and it still is today.  Two thousand years ago, the Sea of Galilee was alive, teeming with fish.  It is still alive today.  The difference between these two bodies of water is that the Dead Sea takes – and does not give.  The Sea of Galilee takes and gives.  The image of these two bodies of water calls us to be alive as well by a commitment to simplicity, service and sharing…
Let me share with you a story that gives, hopefully, a response to how we might use our resources.

Time before time, when the world was young, two brothers shared a field and a mill.  Each night they divided evenly the grain they had ground together during the day.  One brother lived alone; the other had a wife and a large family.  One day the single brother said to himself, “It isn’t really fair that we divide the grain evenly.  I’ve only myself to care for, but my brother has children to feed.”  So each night he secretly took some of his grain into his brother’s granary to see that he was never without.
But the married brother said to himself one day, “It isn’t fair that we divide the grain evenly, because I have children to provide for me in my old age, but my brother has no one.  What will he do when he is old?”  So every night he secretly took some of his grain to his brother’s granary.  As a result, both of them always found their supply of grain mysteriously replenished each morning.

Then one night they met each other halfway between their two houses.  They suddenly realised what had been happening all this time, and they embraced each other in love. 
The story goes that God witnessed their meeting and proclaimed, “This is a holy place, a place of love, and here it is that my temple shall be built.”
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