3.  Stewardship: A question 

Scripture Reading (Romans 8:38 -39)  

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

DVD: Reflections on the US Bishops’ Pastoral Letter – Archbishop Thomas Murphy (Please look at Section 3.  It is about 5 minutes long.)
Sharing:

· After the terrible experience of the World Trade Centre in September 2001, many people looked at the priorities in their lives – at the things that they owned and that owned them.  They made many changes in their lives.  Do you know any of their stories or insights?
· Would you like to share about a crisis or experience that has forced you to look at life with a whole new perspective? 

· What can we say to the people in our communities who are searching for an answer to “the meaning of life”?
[image: image1.emf]Response
Heavenly Father, 
we thank you for the gifts you have given us.

You ask us to develop these gifts
and share them with others.

Help us also, 
to recognize the gifts in others, 
so that together, 
we may respond to the call of Jesus, 
to spread the Good News in our communities.

May your Spirit of Love

guide us on our journey.

Amen.

Song:  Take Lord Receive – John Foley
The following is a transcript of part of the address given by Archbishop Thomas Murphy in November 1993:
For me, this last year has been a significant one in my life.  I turned 60 years old, and if I live until the age of 75, which would be a gift and a blessing, I suddenly realized that for every 4 years that I have lived, I have only one left – if I am fortunate.  If I were 50 years of age, I could say that for every two years of life I had lived, I have one left.  Why do I raise these mathematical realities in terms of life?  For one reason or another, it makes me aware of the fragile and wonderful gift that God has shared with me, and I must ask how I will use the years that remain…

… When I was wheeled into the surgical room, it suddenly dawned on me, “You know, when you’re in that surgical room, it doesn’t matter who you are.  It doesn’t matter one darn bit what you own.  What matters at that moment in time is a competent surgical staff and a good and gracious God.”  Those moments, uncertain and fragile as they are, become moments of grace.  But after that particular moment, that experience  of my life from which I came out very, very fortunate, it prompted me to ask the question, “What do I own and what owns me?”  At the heart of stewardship, in my own reflections and my own search for how it touches my life it has prompted me to ask that question more than once, “What do I own and what owns me?”
This is a question that must be part of our lives, and we cannot just keep asking, “What does it mean?”  It reminds me of the story of an anthropologist who was studying the aboriginal people in Australia.  In the community in which she lived, there was rich tradition of storytelling.  The people would gather in the evening, a story would be told, and then another and another.  The anthropologist felt extraordinarily privileged when she was invited to join the group.

The first story told that evening was about the ancient mythic animal ancestor of the group and its adventures in the primeval world.  It was rich in detail, action and imagery.  At the end of the story, the anthropologist was delighted.  “Can I ask a question?” she said.  “What does it mean?”  There was silence.  All eyes were on her.  The elder looked at her gravely and said, “That is the one question you cannot ask.”  It was a long time before she was invited again.  She had asked the wrong question.  

Stewardship becomes a way of life when we do not have to ask the meaning of the question, “What do I own and what owns me?” but when it becomes part of our way of life.
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