2. Stewardship: Three Principles 

Scripture Reading (1 Thessalonians 4:1-3)

What remains, my dear family, is for me to ask you, and indeed to urge you in the Lord Jesus, that you should continue more and more to behave in the manner that you received from us as the appropriate way of behaving and of pleasing God.  You know, of course, what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus.  This is God’s will, you see: he wants you to be holy.
DVD: Reflections on the US Bishops’ Pastoral Letter – Archbishop Thomas Murphy (Please look at Section 2.  It is about 6 minutes long.)
Sharing:

· When they hear the word “holy”, some people think only about going to church.   What do you think it means to be a “holy” person?

· Archbishop Thomas Murphy asserts that it is not easy to be a disciple of Jesus.  What do you think makes it difficult today?
· What do you think about “the trough experience” that is offered by fast food restaurants?  Can you recall a dinner experience when there was conversation, joy and people were truly present to each other? 

· What is your response to the practice of “tithing” (giving ten percent of your income to God)?

· Stewardship invites people to put on new lenses.  What is different about the way they see life?
[image: image1.emf]Response
Heavenly Father, 
we thank you for the gifts you have given us.

You ask us to develop these gifts
and share them with others.

Help us also, 
to recognize the gifts in others, 
so that together, 
we may respond to the call of Jesus, 
to spread the Good News in our communities.

May your Spirit of Love

guide us on our journey.

Amen.

Song:
We are called – David Haas (from the collection As One Voice Vol 2 #60)

The following is a transcript of part of the address given by Archbishop Thomas Murphy in November 1993:
Stewardship is really a call to be a holy people.

The first reading in today’s liturgy speaks of this challenge when Paul writes to the Thessalonians and to us by saying: “We urge and appeal to you in the Lord Jesus to make more and more progress in the kind of life you are meant to live, the life that God wants … What God wants is for all of you to be holy” (1 Thes. 4:1-3).
Referring to the letters from St Paul reminds me of the cartoon character called Charlie Brown, who meets Lucy as she’s coming home from Sunday school. “What are you studying?” he asks. “The letters of St Paul,” she answers.  “Do you like it?” he asks. “I’m not sure.  I feel a little queasy about reading someone else’s mail.”

However, as we know, Paul’s letters are not only addressed to the Thessalonians, but to all of us as well here in the twentieth century.

Principles of Stewardship

This call to be a holy people is at the heart of stewardship.  Essential to stewardship are three principles that we need to appropriate within our lives.  These principles are:

· Each and every baptized person is called to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  However, above and beyond this basic call to ministry and the Christian vocation, mature disciples make a conscious, firm decision, carried out in action, to be followers of Jesus Christ, no matter the cost to themselves.
· Beginning in conversion, a change of heart, this commitment is expressed not in a single action or even in a series of actions over a period of time, but in an entire way of life.  It means committing one’s very self to the Lord.
· Stewardship is an expression of discipleship with the power to change how we understand and live out our lives.  Disciples who practice stewardship recognize God as the origin of life, the giver of freedom, the source of all they have and are and will be.
These principles are not new to any one of us.  How do we appropriate them into our lives?
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