Stewardship: An Introduction 

Scripture Reading (James 2:15-17)

If a brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no food for the day, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well,” but you do not give them the necessities of the body, what good is it?  So also faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

Introduction:
Bishop Brian Heenan has asked everyone in the diocese to focus on Stewardship.  

· What have you heard about this initiative?

· What does the word “stewardship” mean to you?
In 1990, Archbishop Thomas Murphy was appointed the chairman of the United States Catholic bishops’ ad hoc committee on Stewardship.  In 1992, the American Bishops issued a pastoral letter entitled Stewardship: A Disciples Response.  The following year, Archbishop Murphy gave a talk to representatives from five Catholic dioceses in Indiana.  The Archbishop was passionate about stewardship.  You are invited to listen to his talk in four brief sections over the following months so that you may learn a little more about Stewardship and its implications for everyone in the Diocese of Rockhampton.  
DVD: Reflections on the Pastoral Letter – Archbishop Murphy

(Please look at Section 1.  It is about 5 minutes long.)
Sharing:

· Do you know of any examples of the church’s outreach to those in need? 

· What do you think people need to do to be a disciple of Jesus today?

· Archbishop Murphy explains that Stewardship goes beyond sharing resources to sharing ourselves.  What do you think of the idea that being a member of a parish community asks you to share your time and your gifts with others?
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Prayer:
Heavenly Father,
we thank you for the gifts you have given us.

You ask us to develop these gifts

and share them with others.

Help us also, 
to recognize the gifts in others, 
so that together, 
we may respond to the call of Jesus, 
to spread the Good News in our communities.

May your Spirit of Love

guide us on our journey.

Amen.

The following is a transcript of part of the address given by Archbishop Thomas Murphy in November 1993:
“I have to admit that serving as chair of the stewardship committee for the National Conference of Catholic Bishops has been a grace and a blessing.  These past few years of serving on this committee have helped me to reflect on some of the fundamental issues of what it means to be a human being, a Christian, a priest, and a bishop.  It has been, and it continues to be, a quest to know more about what I must be and do to live as a disciple of Jesus, to appreciate the gifts of life, humanity, and faith.
“Allow me to place the pastoral letter on stewardship in perspective.  Its origin comes from a concern to meet the many needs of the church in our parishes, dioceses, country, and world.  It was obvious a few years ago, and even more obvious today, that the church cannot continue its incredible outreach to meet human needs or continue the mission and ministry of Jesus in our world today without the resources so essential for the church to make a difference in health care, charities, missionary work, education, ministries, and the life of the church in our parishes, dioceses and the world.
“The resources that the church needs to continue its mission and ministry do not fall from heaven as the manna did to feed the Jewish people in their journey to the Promised Land.  Rather, as we all know, the generosity of our people provides the resources for the church to fulfil the ministry of Jesus in today’s world.  

“Yet, as the committee on stewardship reflected on the challenge of providing resources for the needs of the church, it realized quickly that people are extremely responsive to the dramatic and urgent needs that are portrayed graphically on television or through the media – whether it be the starvation in Somalia, the flooding here in the Middle West, the hurricanes that wreaked havoc in Florida, or other human disasters that came to our attention.  As we all know, starvation, homelessness, poverty and countless other human needs remain long after the television anchor people move on to a new crisis.

“The Committee on Stewardship knew it could raise the consciousness of people to become aware of these dramatic needs and to encourage them to respond.  The committee knew also that there are many ways in which professional fund raisers can help the church ask people for greater support.  Yet, the Ad Hoc Committee on Stewardship envisioned its task as something far more radical, far more fundamental.  We realized that stewardship is part of faith; it is one of the chief characteristics of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus.  Stewardship is a lifestyle that reflects who we are and what we believe.  It goes beyond mere sharing of one’s resources, but asks us to share ourselves – our time, our abilities, our ministry, our relationships.  Stewardship is really a call to be a holy people.”
 Conway, Daniel.  (2006)  What do I own and what owns me?  A spirituality of stewardship.  New London, CT: Twenty-third Publications,  pp. 63-64.

