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Sr Cath Lacey sm and Sr Mary 
Farrelly sm are two Marist Sisters 
who minister to the people in the 
most isolated areas of our diocese. 

Theirs is a ministry of presence, 
sharing both the good times and the 
bad with those in their care. 

They also prepare children in isolated 
places for the Sacraments of 
Reconciliation, Confirmation and 
Eucharist. 

They travel great distances by four 
wheel drive and also conduct much of 
their ministry via phone, email and 
“snail mail”. 

WHO WE ARE and 
WHAT WE DO………. 



Western Region Pastoral Ministry—Our History…….. 

WESTERN REGION PASTORAL 
MINISTRY—BACKGROUND  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aerial Ministry using a Cessna 
172 operated in the far western 
isolated region of the Catholic 
Diocese of Rockhampton. Initially 
run by Frs Tom Martin and Justin 
Clare, followed by Fr Terry Loth 
and finally by Sr Anne Maree 
Jensen pvbm from 1981 until 
2000.   
 
With changing demographics in 
the area, families moving off 
properties and companies taking 
over with fly-in managers, it was 
no longer feasible or economical 
to operate an aircraft. 
 
Some phone systems and limited 
internet access were now 
available, so the ministry was 
restructured to use a four wheel 
drive vehicle to visit far-flung 

places on a less regular basis 
than was done in the aircraft.   
In the interim between visits, 
the ministers keep in touch with 
people in the region via the 
internet and/or phone. 
 
Ministry covers a vast area of 
Western Queensland and the 
ministers work in conjunction 
with personnel from the Central 
Western Deanery, which includes 
the parishes of Alpha/Jericho, 
Aramac/Muttaburra, Barcaldine, 
Longreach ( incorporat ing 
Bedourie, Ilfracombe, Morella, 
Jundah and Isisford.) and 
Blackall/Tambo. 
 
Based for a number of years in 
Longreach and run by a St John 
of God Sister, Sr Mary Kiely, this 
ministry’s base was  moved to 
Barcaldine in 2006 and is 
presently run by two Marist 
Sisters, Sr Cath Lacey and Sr 
Mary Farrelly. 


