FANNING THE FLAME

Diocesan Assembly
21-24 September, 2009

Week 1 - What is the Diocesan Assembly?

It is an opportunity for the People of God to gather from around the Diocese of Rockhampton and to be given the opportunity to express their hopes and aspirations for the Diocese into the future. The Assembly will be about ‘motivating and affirming’ the People of God throughout the Diocese to truly recognize their individual gifts and how together the Diocese can bring forth the Kingdom of God –in our local communities – in our Diocese.     

Week 2 - “Preparing for the Assembly – Journeying together”

The Assembly is not meant to be just a one-off, 4 day event.  It is hoped that it is an assembly which people from around the Diocese will own, and they regard their personal and parishes preparation for it, as their personal journey leading towards the next milestone in our journey as a Diocese, to God.     

All the people of the Diocese will be invited to prepare, both individually and as a parish, in the 12 months leading up to the assembly.  
The Assembly will unfold in three stages:

· Parish Consultation

· Personal/Parish Formation

· General Assembly

Week 3 - As a Parish we are now being encouraged to take part in the Parish Consultation

a) This stage involves discussing points contained in the preparation booklet. We ask that you take the time to read through the booklet that will be distributed to all this weekend and then make your response to the Task Force on the Parish Consultation Phase which is the middle page of the booklet provided. We ask that you forward your response to:  … All responses would be appreciated by Wednesday 22 October.    

b)  The discussion starters pages 7 -10 focus on the Diocesan Vision Statement, as this statement expresses what we as a diocese, under the leadership of Bishop Brian, strive to become. 

c) As the People of God: How can you/we respond so as to make a difference! You may choose to get a small group together and chat about the discussion starters and then make a group response – or you may choose to forward an individual response – whatever you decide that will be fabulous as we are the Church and we are being asked by our Bishop to say where we would like our Church to be in the future.  
